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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S DECISION ON FOOTWEAR IMPORT RELIEF 

REF: ROME 5548 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

SUMMARY. PRESS COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECISION ON ON 
FOOTWEAR WAS DISAPPOINTINLY SCANTY BUT PREDICTABLY FRIENDLY. 
BUSINESS DAILIES (II SOLE-24 ORE, IL FIORINO) COVERED ALL ASPECTS 
OF THE DECISION, INFLUENTIAL NATIONALLY-CIRCULATED DAILIES (CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA, IL GIORNALE, LA NAZIONE) COVERED DECISION ITSSELF, EMPHA 
SING 

BENEFICIAL EFFECTS TO ITALY OF PRESIDENT'S REFUSAL TO RESTRICT IMPORT 
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S 

OF ITALIAN FOOTWEAR. U.S. UNION AND MANUFACTURERS OPPOSITION NOTED. 
LEFTIST PRESS (COMMUNIST PARTY DAILY L'UNITA AND SOCIALIST PARTY'S 
AVANTI) IGNORED DECISION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DESPITE SERIES OF ARTICLES IN PRESS DESCRIBING POTENTIAL IMPACT 
OF RESTICTIVE MEASURES AGAINST ITALIAN FOOTWEAR PRIOR TO PRESIDENTIAL 
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DECISION, PRESS COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECISION ITSELF WAS SC 
ANTY. 

PRESTIGIOUS MILAN BUSINESS DAILY II SOLE-24 ORE (LINKED TO PRIVATE 
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION CONFINDUSTRIA), IN ADDITION TO ARTICLE ON 
DECISION ITSELF, REPORTED RESULTS OF FOOTWEAR MANUFACTURERS' ASS- 
OCIATION (ANCI) OFFICIALS CALL ON AMBASSADOR GARDNER, INDICATING 
THAT AMBASSADOR HAD SHOWN COMPREHENSION OF ITALIAN INDUSTRY'S 
PROBLEMS. DECISION ITSELF COVERED BY ALL MAIOR PAPERS. 

ECONOMIC DAILY II FIORINO AS WELL AS MILAN'S CORRIERE DELLA SERA AND 
IL GIORNALE HEADLINED PRESIDENT CARTER’S REFUSAL TO RESTRICT 
FOOTWEAR IMPORTS. IL FIORINO ADDED THAT THE "FEAR OF ITALIAN 
FOOTWEAR PRODUCERS HAS ENDED" AND COMMENTED THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S DECISION WAS CONSISTENT WITH THE U.S. TRADE POLICY 
WHICH, IN ACCORDANCE WITH GATT PHILOSOPHY, ADVOCATES REDUCTION OF 
TRADE BARRIERS. PRESS ALSO NOTED THAT REFUSAL REPRESENTED A BLOW TO 

U.S. FOOTWEAR INDUSTRY, WHICH HAD CLOSED DOWN 274 PLANTS WITH 70,000 
JOBS IN PAST FEW YEARS. 

2. TEXT AND IMPLICATIONS OF PRESIDENT CARTER PRESS CONFERENCE 

WERE SUMMARIZED BY THE ECONOMIC DAILIES, WHICH ECHOED THE SATISFACTIO 

N 

EXPRESSED BY THE ITALIAN FOOTWEAR MANUFACTURERS AND REPORTED A 
STATEMENT BY ANCI PRESIDENT SALUTING PRESIDENT CARTER'S 


CARTER'S "JUDICIOUS AND NOT DEMAGOGIC LINE CHOSEN AT A TIME WHEN 
PROTECTIONISM IS REAPPEARING IN MANY COUNTRIES". BOSSES COMMENT 
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APPEARED ALSO IN CORRIERE DELLA SERA AND FLORENCE'S LA NAZIONE, LATTE 
R 

PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT SINCE TUSCANY IS CENTER OF ITALIAN SHOE 
PRODUCTION. 

3. APPARENT DECISION OF U.S. SHOE MANUFACTURERS AND UNIONS TO CH ALLEN 
GE 

PRESIDENT CARTER'S DECISION ALSO CARRIED BY CORRIERE UNDER FOUR- 
COLUMN HEADLINE "U.S. UNIONS REOPEN WAR AGAINST ITALIAN SHOES." 
POSSIBILITIES FOR CONGRESSIONAL ACTION TO OVERTURN DECISION NOTED, 

AS WELL AS STATEMENTS TO EFFECT THAT PRESIDENT'S DECISION WOULD 
MEAN LOSS OF 30,000 JOBS IN U.S. SHOE INDUSTRY. 

4. LEFTIST PRESS IGNORED PRESIDENTIAL DECISION. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. IN CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR, FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER OSSOLA 

EXPRESSED DEEP GRATIFICATION OVER THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION, NOTING 
THAT IT HAD SAVED HIM "A BIG HEADACHE." OSSOTA AGREED WITH THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AMBASSADOR THAT IT WOULD BE IN BOTH OF OUR INTEREST TO STIMULATE 
FAVORABLE COMMENT AND HE UNDERTOOK TO DO SO (AS D D EMBASSY). 
GARDNER 
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